New Mexico Land Grant Council (NMLGC)
December 19, 2025 – 10:00am
UNM Continuing Education
South Building – Room 207
1634 University Blvd. NE - Albuquerque
Zoom Meeting I.D. - 990 0871 2474

Final Meeting Minutes
Regular Council Meeting

1. Call to Order - Roll Call
Chairman Juan Sánchez called the meeting to order at 10:02am MST.  Roll call of the Council members: Steve Polaco, Monica Rodríguez, Andrea Padilla, and Juan Sánchez were present.

2. Introduction of Guests 
Juan Sánchez (NMLGC); Steve Polaco (NMLGC); Monica Rodríguez (NMLGC); Andrea Padilla (NMLGC); Arturo Archuleta (NMLGC/LGMI); Greta Archuleta (NMLGC); Anissa Baca (NMLGC/LGMI); Jacobo Baca (NMLGC/LGMI); Fabian Valdez (LGMI); Leonard Martinez (SJRC); Lisa Brown (NMDOJ Treaty Division); Randolph Chavez; Lenora Chavez; Tokey Boswell (BLM); 
Mike Howsden (Cristóbal de la Serna LG); Katrina Garcia; Olivia Romo (Office of Senator Martin Heinrich); Eric Chávez (Office of Senator Ben R. Luján); AnnaRose Garcia Lucero (Santa Barbara LG); Bella Mollard (Carson National Forest); Richard Valdez; Don Bustos (Santa Cruz de la Cañada LG); Miguel Torrez (Santa Cruz de la Cañada LG); JoseLuis Ortiz (Santa Cruz de la Cañada LG); Manuel Luna (Office of the State Auditor).

3. Approval of Agenda
Councilor Polaco made a motion to approve the agenda; Councilor Padilla seconded the motion. 
Roll call vote: 
Councilor Rodríguez – aye
Councilor Padilla – aye
Councilor Polaco – aye
Chairman Sánchez – aye
The motion was passed.

4. Approval of Meeting Minutes from November 21, 2025 Regular Council Meeting 
Councilor Padilla made a motion to approve the meeting minutes of the November 21, 2025 Regular Council meeting; Councilor Rodríguez seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote: 
Councilor Rodríguez – aye
Councilor Padilla – aye
Councilor Polaco – aye
Chairman Sánchez – aye
The motion was passed.

5. Discussion and Possible Action on U.S. Forest Service Update 
Bella Mollard (USFS – Carson NF) reported that the Santa Fe National Forest is continuing to work with the San Joaquín del Río de Chama Land Grant to create an MOU for the Cañón de Chama project.  The Santa Fe NF is working on timber projects in the Abiquiú area as part of a three forest two state project.  Councilor Rodriguez stated that the San Joaquin Land Grant is interested in fuelwood; Ms. Mollard responded that she’ll but the grant in contact with the project manager.  Mr. Archuleta asked if the Cibola NF and Forest Supervisor Heidi McRoberts have expressed interest in joining MOU in last meeting.  He added that the UNM’s Land Grant Merced Institute, the Southwest Hispanic Research Institute and ARID Institute (Accelerating Resilience Innovations in Drylands) are collaborating together in CDS request for $1.525 million for pre-planning post fire recovery and plan to work with the USFS if funding is awarded.  

6. Discussion and Possible Action on Federal and State Legislative Update 
Federal
Eric Chávez (Office of Sen. Ben R. Luján) reported that S. 1363, the traditional use bill, made its way through the Energy and Natural Resources subcommittee and thanked the Council and Consejo for their letters of support.  The business markup of the bill also took place this week.  The Senate adjourned and the ACA tax credits were not extended.  The New Mexico Congressional Delegation released a statemen condemning cuts at the VA which could affect the Raymond G. Murphey VA hospital in Albuquerque.  Olivia Romo (Office of Senator Martin Heinrich) reported that Senator Martin Heinrich introduced a bill to support agro-tourism and supported the whole milk for healthy kids act, passed both House and Senate; on the way to president for signature.  Both Senators Luján and Heinrich sent letter to the Department of Agriculture to prioritize the avian flu vaccine.  Senator Heinrich reintroduced the Indian Buffalo Management Act.  Jesus Murillo left the delegation office, where he managed the federal grants newsletter – they will rehire his position.  Mr. Archuleta added that Senator Heinrich supported S. 1363 in the Committee hearing and that a small amendment clarified language in the bill.  He reported that A.J. Pacheco could not attend the meeting, but sent an update, including news that the Small Cemetery Conveyance Act passed committee.  Councilor Rodríguez stated that many acequias and the San Joaquín del Río de Chama Grant are attempting to apply for a UEI number, which replaced the SAMS number.  Applicants need to provide a physical address, not PO box; their bylaws need to be filed with a government entity and need to be notarized.  FEMA is now asking for hydrological surveys for compensation.  

State
Mr. Archuleta stated that he is working with legislation sponsors and the LCS on amendments to infrastructure bill.  Rep. Linda Serrato met with the Governor’s staff and said this was a priority bill and Rep. Miguel García asked the Governor to put the bill on her call.  Sen. Leo Jaramillo informed the Democratic caucus it is one of his priorities.  Manuel Luna (OSA) added that OSA is still working on legislation for changes to State Audit Act to move tier system and audit rule from statutory to administrative rule making.  LCS rejected the draft language and they are working to resolve their issues.  

7. Discussion and Possible Action on State Land Office Update
Camila Romero could not attend the meeting and sent this update: a contractor has been selected for the Bearcat Project.  Dee Tarr from the Claunch Pinto SWCD will get a hold of Chairman Sanchez once a date is chosen and the project will likely start at the end of January.
 

8. Discussion and Possible Action on Bureau of Land Management Update
Tokey Boswell (BLM) reported that the BLM has reduced fee permits for Christmas trees and fuelwood to $1.00 per cord through January 31.  The BLM fire program is changing; a new agency, the Wildland Fire Service, made of all Department of Interior agency fire services, will be consolidated into one service.  It remains unclear how fire will work with natural resource specialists on projects.  Mr. Boswell delivered six official certified patents to the NMLGC, certified copies with embossment, ribbon, etc.  Also included is a flash drive with digital copies.  Each land grant has different information for each patent.  The BLM would like to work with Mr. Baca as a single point of contact in this process.  

9. Discussion and Possible Action on NM Dept. of Justice & Treaty Division Updates and Requests 
Enrique Romero (NMDOJ Treaty Division) shared updates on their work in advocacy, direct counsel, and policy work.  The Division is working on multiple cases in active litigation, working with New Mexico Legal Aid to represent the Cristóbal de la Serna Grant in a quiet title matter and asked for an extension to file brief in chief, after which the Treaty Division will file brief amicus brief.  Lisa Brown of the Division will file a brief on behalf of the San Antonio de las Huertas Land Grant in their property tax matter with Sandoval County.  The Manzano case was dismissed; the Division served as co-counsel with Narciso Garcia and the land grant was found immune from the case.  Former president Jason Quintana was dismissed individually and the court found that the tax sale to the land grant was valid.  The Division is working with acequias too, including Tecolotito and Mora.

Mr. Romero added that the Division has worked on advocacy matters as well, taking part in stakeholder meetings with the lineas issue at Cristóbal de la Serna.  The Division is working with the San Joaquín del Río de Chama LG, meeting monthly with the LG and USFS to be sure they are moving forward with projects.  They are working with the Tierra Amarilla LG regarding game reserves that were part of historic Tierra Amarilla Land Grant commons. Lisa Brown (NMDOJ - Treaty Division) and Mr. Archuleta reported that 516 Arts and Outpost (non-profits) are petitioning to receive monies from estate of Senator Bill O’Neill that would have gone to Sawmill Center, Inc., of which they were a part.  The Council needs to decide if they are for their receiving monies, against or neutral.  Councilor Polaco asked regarding management plans for the game reserves in the Tierra Amarilla LG.  Ms. Brown stated that she would review and follow up.  

Councilor Padilla made a motion that the NMDOJ file a joint amicus brief on behalf of Council in the Cristóbal de la Serna interrogatory appeal for land grant immunity; Councilor Rodríguez seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote: 
Councilor Rodríguez – aye
Councilor Padilla – aye
Councilor Polaco – aye
Chairman Sánchez – aye
The motion was passed.

Chairman Sanchez and Mr. Archuleta reported that the Chililí Grant is in court and is claiming immunity as a political subdivision.  A motion was filed to amend parties and attorney Narciso García answered with an immunity claim.

10. Discussion and Possible Action on Natural Resource Issues & Concerns - Local, State and 
Federal
None.

11. Discussion and Possible Action on Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo Day
Treaty Day will take place on Monday, February 2, 2026 at the New Mexico State Capitol in Santa Fe.  Treaty Day and Acequia Day will be celebrated together and the Consejo de las Mercedes, NMLGC, Treaty Division – NMDOJ, New Mexico Acequia Association and New Mexico Acequia Commission will work together to plan the day’s events.

Councilor Padilla made a motion that the Council be a co-sponsor for 2026 Treaty Day; Councilor Polaco seconded the motion.
Roll call vote: 
Councilor Rodríguez – aye
Councilor Padilla – aye
Councilor Polaco – aye
Chairman Sánchez – aye
The motion was passed.

12. Discussion and Possible Action on Council FY 2026 Budget
A budget update was provided, including $2,531.68 in council travel, $152,633.83 in staff, $9,853.30 in facility rental, $33,443.59 in F&A for grand total of $203,193.33 spent. 

13. Discussion and Possible Action UNM FY 2026 Intergovernmental Services Agreement
Mr. Archuleta presented Pay Request #4 for $40,320.77, including $30,536.41 in project personnel, $1,970.66 in facility rental, and $6,720.13 in F&A.

Councilor Padilla made a motion to approve Pay Request #4 for $40,320.77; Councilor Polaco seconded the motion. 
[bookmark: _Hlk216348817]Roll call vote: 
Councilor Rodríguez – aye
Councilor Padilla – aye
Councilor Polaco – aye
Chairman Sánchez – aye
The motion was passed.

14. Discussion and Possible Action on Legal Services Contract Update & Requests
New Mexico Legal Aid is working on legal issues with Tierra Amarilla, Cristóbal de la Serna, San Antonio de las Huertas, Abiquiu, Tajique, and Arroyo Hondo de Arriba Land Grants.  

Councilor Polaco made a motion to approve NMLA Pay Request #1 for $25,627.50; Councilor Padilla seconded the motion. 
Roll call vote: 
Councilor Rodríguez – aye
Councilor Padilla – aye
Councilor Polaco – aye
Chairman Sánchez – aye
The motion was passed.

15. Discussion and Possible Action on Professional Surveyor Services Contract Update & Requests
Councilor Rodríguez asked about the status of the Cañón de Chama survey; Mr. Archuleta responded that Chris Chávez had wanted to do more with the survey but will sign off on the survey as is.  Invoice 12192025 was presented for work on the Cristóbal de la Serna and Manzano Land Grants.

Councilor Polaco made a motion to approve Territorial Land Surveying Invoice 12192025 for $7,080.47; Councilor Padilla seconded the motion. 
Roll call vote: 
Councilor Rodríguez – aye
Councilor Padilla – aye
Councilor Polaco – aye
Chairman Sánchez – aye
The motion was passed.

16. Discussion and Possible Action on Land Grant Registry Update
Mr. Baca reported that the Tierra Amarilla Land Grant reported their updated Board of Trustees.

17. Discussion and Possible Action on Land Grant-Merced Institute Update
Mr. Archuleta reported that UNM SHRI faculty members Dr. Gabriel Lopez and Dr. Myrriah Gomez submitted a CDS application regarding forest treatments and fire recovery.  He stated that Los Vigiles and Lower Gallinas are prime examples of recovery with treatment and a lack of treatment.  He added that Emanuel Storrey, the former cartographer for the LGSP and adjunct faculty in the geography department at UNM, is interested in fire recovery research.  

18. Discussion and Possible Action on Correspondence 
None. 

19. Discussion and Possible Action on Staff Assignments
Mr. Archuleta reported that the FY 2025 Annual Report was submitted to the Governor’s office, DFA, and the legislature on December 1.  He reported that Council staff continues working on building a database to register Torreón Land Grant heirs for a 2026 election.  

20. Public Comments – discussion only
Mr. Martinez asked for the Council’s assistance in reviewing an MOU between the San Joaquín del Río de Chama Land Grant and the Santa Fe National Forest.  Councilor Padilla brought up concerns about the situation at Immaculate Conception Church in Tome.  Long standing parishioners, land grant heirs, are being pushed out and replaced by outsiders.  Historic and cultural traditional practiced in Tome and land grant communities for centuries are being denied.  Many parishioners have resigned due to harassment while others have been fired with no cause, Councilor Padilla was concerned about the negative effects this is having on our land grant community and the erasure of our traditions.  

21. Miscellaneous Announcements
Councilor Padilla reported that the Town of Tomé Grant will continue its tradition of setting up luminarias and received a clean audit. 	 

22. Date and Location for January Council Meeting
The January 2025 New Mexico Land Grant Council meeting will be held on January 16, 2025 in Albuquerque at UNM Continuing Education at 10:00 am. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.y3tw4tih10xv]21. Adjournment
[bookmark: _heading=h.uxs3074w1kwd]Councilor Polaco made a motion to adjourn; Councilor Padilla seconded the motion. 
Roll call vote: 
Councilor Rodríguez – aye
Councilor Padilla – aye
Councilor Polaco – aye
Chairman Sanchez - aye
The motion was passed. The meeting adjourned at 12:08pm MST.   



Approved:
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